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¥Mrs. Alice The earliest record obtainable of this
Yates property states that it was bought in 1851
Present for $525.00 by John and Helena Nelsch.

Owner Wehther or not the house was on the property

at this time is impossible to determine. _
However the same record shows quite definitely
that in 1845 the lot was but a parcel of a
large track of land and was not improved.
From verbal testimony given by Mrs.
Yates the house is known to be about 80 years
0ld. This evidence would place the date of
erection of the house between 1846 and 1854.
The building has been considered and always
known as the Billings House and the records
show that the property was purchased on April'
23, 1850 by Horace Billings. . :

This evidence leads us to believe that
Billings was the builder of the house. The
next owner of rescord is a ¥Nr. Adolph Herman
Seilschott who purchased the property on
March 4, 1872.

It then passed thru numerous hands till
purchased by Alice Yates, the present owner
in 1909. HNo record of architect or builder
could be found. It is evident that the rear
wing of the bullding was added on at a later
date, but just when it was is impossible to
determine. The rear porch on the first floor
has been enclosed withln the last ten years
and extensive alterations have been carried out
from time to time. All original fire-places
and chimnéys have been removed as well as con~
siderable trim. At present the 1living room, -
dining room, lst floor bed room and bath
for two bed rooms on the second {loor are the
only rooms used by the owner. All other rooms
have been neglected, unused and, in very bad.
condition.
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. A railing and balusters existed on
the first floor porch slimilar to that on
the second floor, butt™havebeen removed.
Various door and windows have been torn
out or -installed until the present house
varies consiq}ably from what must have

been the original. )
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